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(57)Abstract 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a projection type image 
display device for regulating an effective luminous flux diameter so 
as to select an image mode in response to the contrast of 
surrounding environment and capable of increasing the contrast 
even when the brightness of a projected image is decreased. 
SOLUTION: A first variable aperture mechanism 6 capable of 
regulating the effective luminous flux diameter of illumination light is 
placed in an illumination optical system 3, and a second variable 
aperture mechanism 7 capable of regulating the effective luminous 
flux diameter of an image display light is placed in a projecting lens 
system 5. An image mode changeover means 8 controls the 
operation of the two variable aperture mechanisms 6, 7 so as to 
select the size of the effective luminous flux of the illumination light 
and the image display light, thereby switching over a first image 
mode or a second image mode. 
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